JUNE 24: SUMMER JUBILEE ICE CREAM SOCIAL

On Sunday afternoon, June 24, join your neighborthe neighborhood-owned-and-maintained V&E Greenior
the Summer Jubilee Ice Cream Social. The evehbeiheld from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. in the Gardengiseof the
Greenline just west of McLean Boulevard.

Admission is free, but Neighbors for Trees willfbad-raising with make-your-
own ice cream sundaes — various irresistible ieams at $1 a scoop and various
delicious toppings for free. Other VECA committ@al also be on hand.

Come find out about what Neighbors for Trees iskiviy on, including our new
V&E Greenline arboretum. Last year’'s well-atten@eent was a great success,
and we look forward to even greater participatiua year.
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YOUTHBUILD RIBBON-CUTTING APRIL 2

On a glorious morning the first Monday in April, least fifty people gathered for a ribbon-cuttind @02 Vollintine
Avenue. The main speaker was Shelby County May@rWharton, who was introduced by the county’s CAdbn
Fowlkes. Master of ceremonies was the County’®fJPublic Defender Robert Jones, and the openwaration
was given by Rev. Calvin Booker of our neighborhisatew Cathedral of Faith Community Church.

Others on the program included the City’s CFO Rbbigscomb; County Corrections Director Andrew Tgbe
YouthBuild graduate Michael Bailey; the Tennessaepénters Regional Council’s Larry Kerley; the GitWork-
force Investment Network’s Executive Director Is&arrett; County Housing Administrator Jim VazquégECA
CDC'’s Executive Director Steve Gadbois; and homeswharry and Iretha Watkins.

The new house on Vollintine Avenue was the firstivé houses worked on in 2006 under a federal ianogcalled
YouthBuild, which helps at-risk young people letfa skills, further their education, and learnkdled trade.
Shelby County Department of Housing obtained anectizd this particular grant, with VECA CDC as tios-profit
developer and members of the local carpenters u8db as the trainers. Young men in custody oflf§h@ounty
Department of Corrections worked towards (and imyr@ases obtained) their GED while also learningeatry
and general construction skills.

Upon their eventual release, program graduatesligible for immediate placement as second-yearaqjtjges in
the carpenters union, thus opening up to them pasling jobs with health insurance and other benelitocally, the
YouthBuild program has operated over fifteen yegraduating over 2,500 people and building over 2&sing
units. But perhaps most importantly, local Youtii@program graduates return to prison at a ratg loalf of other
former inmates.
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According to VECA Board member and Block Club Cortte@ member Barbara Coleman:
“I felt welcome at the ceremony. Everyone theres wery cordial, especially the homeowners, Larny letha
Watkins, whose warm personalities showed when tipeyned up their home for us to view the finishedfter
manship achieved by the YouthBuild participantse fiew home at 1902 Vollintine Avenue is beautifetduse
of the people who built it and the people who livere.

“I was inspired by the speakers who shared thgieegnces in birthing this program that is benafito all citi-
zens of Memphis. Mayor Wharton challenged the ¥Butld participants to continue to use their hatdse
constructive rather than destructive. One of théiggpants spoke and confirmed that through thgmm, he
had learned to tear down negative foundations (fhts) and replace them with a positive foundatiohsanks
to all who are responsible for the success ofgghogram: the different government agencies, thallcarpenters
union, and VECA CDC.”

Homeowners Iretha and
Larry Watkins Sr.
County Chief Public Defender Robert Jones County Mayor
A C Wharton

THANKS!

... to Hands On Memphis volunteers Christina
Handley, Tiffany McGuire, Sandra Rogers, and H

on April 21 to help clean up inside and outside

In just three hours, this small work crew made a
huge difference on this very visible corner.

... also to Ted and Yvonne Moten as well as Natl
iel and Magnolia Lipford, who graciously allowed

during the construction of three new houses in ol
neighborhood.

This simple act by two Vollintine-Evergreen fami-
lies greatly simplified the work at our new houseg

sity Street, and 956 University Street.

Turner, who sacrificed a perfect Saturday morning

the use of their water by VECA CDC'’s bricklayers

which are located at 962 Maury Street, 950 Unive

aye

VECA CDC new houses at 950 and 956 University.
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TREES

by Renate Rosenthal

When | was a little girl, after the second worldrway uncle, a native of Austria, was a prisonewaf in the USA.
At the time, none of us paid much attention to wehexactly he was being held. All we cared about thashe was
very far away and that we wanted him to return hosaée and sound and in good physical and emotlweath. He
did. Many years later, | was to leave my nativedpervoluntarily to emigrate to this country.

When | told him that | would be living in MemphiSennessee, he mentioned that his POW camp glaisnear
there. | asked him about the area, about the tdinadoout his recollections. He said: "The maingHiremember

was that there were amazing, big trees

. Very leigstt’

I now know that the camp probably was in Earle,ahdas, about 35 minutes away from here. Most dbithérees
in that part of the Delta have since been cut doWmose virgin hardwood forests are gone forever.

We are lucky to still have many wonderful treesim neighborhood. They are one of our biggest assétey are
like members of the family. We seem to believe thay will always be there. They were there befeeemoved in,

and they will be there when we leave.

Not necessarily. The past years have been verydmadr trees. We had the big ice storm of 1994r¥hody who
was here during that time remembers the gunfiradat limbs cracking under the ice, and the toth#ypless, des-
perate feeling that came over us while we had tchvine destruction around us. Then we had somekgpstraight

-line winds — the worst was on July 22
big trees. We've also had several drou

, 2003 —t tigped through our neighborhood and took dowmeawere
ghts. @kktare like old people: they are more suscepbld&ress and more

likely to suffer lasting damage under adverse gvionditions.

We need to be pro-active. We need to plant moestrélow. Even if we went on a planting spreedisow, none

of us will live long enough to see those

treedairtfull glory. But we should not be discouradmdthat thought.

Let's look around and notice, consciously, how mainwur trees are past their prime. Let's foramant imagine
life without those trees. What a sad prospect.

Even without waiting for the big trees to die, #are plenty of tree-vacancies in our neighborhptates where
there are no power lines, no houses, no compegggtation.

Now is a very good time for tree planting. Lett Qusy!

Editor's note: Renate Rosenthal is chair of theBV&reenline Committee.

The original

version of this article ran in Novernid®99.

OLD WORLD TREE

by Renate Rosenthal

The oldest tree in Munich, Germany is
huge linden tree, over 200 years old. It
a historic landmark, named “die R6th-

Linde” after my great-grandfather, Phill

VECA ANTI-GRAFFITI CAMPAIGN
by Ben Beaird

F You're invited to join your Safety and Security Cmittee’s campaign to
i eliminate graffiti from the Vollintine-Evergreenea. Let’s signal to the
gangs in our area that we will not stand by idly.

Ro6th. He was a prominent artist who e Note the graffiti that was on two MLGW pump stasamm Evergreen

joyed sitting under that tree to paint his
landscapes. A tree company in Municl
uses the tree in their logo, and as one
their "references." For more, check ou
this link:
www.baumpflege.com/baumpflege.htm

Street. Thanks to the help of our own Mike Kirbyy &vergreen Historic
District neighbors, MLGW, and VECA's Safety and 8ety Commit-
h tee, the graffiti has been completely removed.His$ory!

You can do your part by spraying any graffiti yae svith aerosol cans.
| By doing so, VECA will be serving notice to the garto save their graf-
fiti efforts. The stamp-out-graffiti troops of VECd#xe in action.
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MYSTERY MAN ON THE MOVE WITH A MISSION
by Velencia Dyette

Mystery man on the Move with a Mission ... it’s lielckwork! Most mornings | see him. His has wiimtwhat |
have labeled as his “balancer”. The “balancerdne hand ... bag in the other. At the end of hiddibzer” he has a
pointed instrument in order to protect himself frima debris and trash that he faithfully picks wpiraly his morning
-strolls. He is truly maintaining the beautiful Wintine~Evergreen National Historic District!

Obviously, this mystery man with a mission has maasposes for his actions. But, it is my opinibatthe has love at
the center of his heart, soul, and mind. Appaydmtls receiving as much as he’s giving to his camity!

As he is not even aware of the blessings thatd semto him each morning he passes my kitchenavindAnd not to
mention my prayers for his health; surely he imint condition! His strides are long and lean. afiention and focus
is inward, therefore, his outward appearance isdhattentivenes
and ease. As he is doing what he loves, he berefdrmously! | START FROM THE HEART
ask the community to join in and assist the mysteay on the by Velencia Dyette

move with his mission! As | have watched this MygtMan on
the Move with a Mission ... he has inspired me tdavaind share| Let's create a beloved place,
with you, my community friends! The healing heart is that space!

Learn from others what you didn’t know before,

SEVEN SIMPLE SPIRITUAL SOLUTIONS It's a means of opening community doors!

by Velencia Dyette (your Dye~Voted neighbor) Strive for excellence among alll,
Therefore, not one of us shall fall!
Smile at each other, daily! Lean not to the right nor to the left,
Speak to one another, regularly! Consciously seek to be true to yourself!
Share with others community concerns! For self is where it all begins,
Safeguard our neighborhood by watching for others! There you shall attract COMMUNITY...
Serve neighbors’ needs! and BELOVED FRIENDS!
Spruce up our streets! Let's not separate and be apart,
Safety sustains and security maintains a neighioattho TRUTH ... LOVE ... WISDOM ...
PEACE ... PROSPERITY ...
IT TAKES AVILLAGE, OR TWO START FROM THE HEART!

I, Gloria Fulton Singleton, left my familiar villagin North Memphis in 1988 to move to another gdaVollintine-
Evergreen. | had two children Tonique and Jonaad,l didn’t know anyone in my new neighborhoodadl selfish
reasons for maintaining a block club on Stonewak&; | wanted to know where my children were, \ilhey were
playing with, and what they were doing — all thentfs nosy mothers need to know. In my old vill#lgere were
people like Mrs. Hortense Crivens, Mr. and Mrs. Boaswell, the Porter family, Auntie Ruby and &k tmatriarchs
and patriarchs in the community. The elders loakigel me as a child and they looked after my caiid | knew
who cared in Hyde Park, but who would care in \fpifie-Evergreen? Well, God showed up and sentameisody
— no, somebodies!

I would like to thank Janice Cannon and her daudbteis for letting Joneau ride to East High Scheary morn-
ing. | would like to let Lilly Gilkey and her sdBrandon, and Francis Hall and her son Darvin knoat t appreciate
them letting my son hang out in a Christian envinent. Thank you Forestine Grandberry for allowdogeau to air
his true feelings when he couldn’t share them with) and her son William who became his other bratteg with
Christopher Gray. Lawrence and Willette Gray madémpression on Joneau; humbleness and thankéudmesm-
portant for a child. Mr. Gray, you demonstrategttimen of integrity provide for, defend, and protéeir family.
Willette Gray, your homemaking skills will alwayg lsompared with those of every woman he meets;dhesty
won't be compared to mine! Goodwin and Tina Joges,gave all the young people a safe place to bahgJackie
Walls Blair, your encouragement and prayers willaals be remembered. Ruth Gibson, you always radithof
laughter even when things were not going right. thbnks go out to all who made my journey a liitiater. 1 give
praise to God, my family and friends, and my twitagies who contributed to my son’s and daughtesigetbpment.
My son served in the Air Force and graduated framniessee State University. He’s working for Dellisg com-
puters. Hang in there moms, there is still hopeoto sons and daughters.
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USEFUL CONTACTS

This list of phone numbers, email addresses, amsies will become a

regular feature in this newsletter if readers fingseful. Suggestions
(including additions and corrections) from readees welcome.

VECA office

Mayor’s Citizens Service Center
Property Code Enforcement

276-1782,
vecacdc@vecacdc.org

576-6500
576-7380

www.memphistn.gov/HCDWeb/content/reportcomplasya

Construction Code Enforcement

Litter Hotline

Police North Precinct (north of Jackson)
Police West Precinct (south of Jackson)
Police Reports

Memphis Mayor’s Office

Memphis City Council

Memphis Board of Education

Center for Neighborhoods

Housing and Community Development
Planning and Development

Public Works

Environmental Maintenance (sanitary sewers)
Drain Maintenance (stormwater sewers)
Vector Control (mosquitoes, rats, etc.)
Memphis City School Board

Cypress Middle School

Snowden School

Vollentine Elementary School

Memphis Shelby County Health Department
Shelby County Mayor’s Office

Shelby County Commission

Shelby County Election Commission
Shelby County Assessor of Property
Memphis Area Legal Services

Memphis Light Gas and Water

379-4200
52CLEAN
377-3700
274-7012
545-2650
576-6000
576-6786
416-5300
576-4236
576-7300
576-7197
576-6742
52280
357-0100
324-5547
416-5300
416-4624
416-4621
416-4632
544-7600
545-4500
545-4301
545-4125
379-7333
432-4663
544-6549

ELECTION COMMISSION
HIRING

The Shelby County Election Commission
is looking for dedicated civic-minded
citizens to serve as election officials. Pay
ranges from $80 to $100. You must be a
registered voter in Shelby County, be
able to work a 14-hour day, and attend a
mandatory three-hour training session.

The position of election official is a
trusted one, ideal for anyone who would
like to be a vital part of our democratic
process providing registered voters the
opportunity to exercise their right to vote.
Additional information is available from
the Election Commission (545-2600) or
at VECA's office.

STEPPIN’

Chicago-style Steppin’ has come to
Memphis! Steppin'is a dance consisting
of two people dancing as partners in syn-
chronization to a six- or eight-count beat
to musical sounds of jazz, soul, funk,
R&B, or neo-soul.

Steppin' is currently one of the most
popular aspects of America's social cli-
mate, gaining popularity at a rapid pace
in many major cities such as Detroit, Se-
attle, Atlanta, Houston, Los Angeles, Se-
attle, and of course its home, Chicago!

Steppin', hailed as the 'jazz of ballroom
dancing', also gives a low impact cardio-
vascular workout. Interested parties
should contact April Grant at 252-3236.




* Unless otherwise marked, all of these meetingsiatiee VECA office at 1680 Jackson
Avenue. To be certain, you can call first at 27824. Committee meetings and Board

meetings are open to everyone.

V&E Greenline Yard Sale
Summer Jubilee Ice Cream Social
National Night Out

Forest Faire on the V&E Greenline
Neighborhood Preservation Committee
Block Club Committee

Safety and Security Committee
Cypress Creek Committee

Historic Committee

Youth Committee

Neighbors for Trees

V&E Greenline Committee

V&E Greenline Spruce Up

Housing Committee

Commercial Revitalization Committee
Managing Committee

VENews deadlines

VECA CDC & VECA Boards

VECA CDC & VECA Boards

VECA CDC & VECA Boards

VECA CDC & VECA Boards

June 23 (Stationhouse)
June 24 (Greénline
August 7
October 27 {@atouse)
Fourth Thursdagthly, 6:00 p.m.
First Monday monthly, 6:00np
Being formed; ciike to help
Call office
Call office
Call office
Third Monday monthly, 5:3tp.
Second Monday monthly,063m.
(but not July or December)
Second Saturday monthB0 @.m.
(but not July or December)
Second Wednesday monthly, p:30
Call office
Last Monday monthly, 5:30 p.m.
June 5, August 7, Octoberezehber 4
First Monday monthly, 6:0m. & 7:00 p.m.
May 7, 6:30 p.m. & 7:00 p.m
June 4, 6:30 p.m. & 7:0@np.
July 2, 6:30 p.m. & 7:00m.

($ !

*& $

962 Maury Street ($91,900)
950 University (under contract)
956 University (under contract)

More to come soon!

+ I
2218 Hunter Avenue ($49,900)
Contact Steve Gadbois

or Ruth Gibson
at 276-1782

VECA Neighbor Since 1987

Corinthia Davis
Steve Gadbois

Accounting Consultant
Executive Director
(gadbois@vecacdc.org
Homeowner Counselor
and Office Manager
(wruth@vecacdc.olg
YouthBuild Program Manager
(vh1956@bellsouth.net
YouthBuild Apprentice Coordinator
YouthBuild Construction Manager
Office Assistant

#$$ %™

1680 Jackson Avenue Memphis, TN 38107
901-276-1782 phone 901-276-1784 fax

Garnette Stephens, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR

Buying, selling, or relocating? Ruth Gibson

For the professional, personal service you deserve,
let me be your Realtor!

Vernua Hanrahan
Experience Knowledge Byrity

Keller Williams Realty 1255 Lynnfield #100, Memptis, TN 38119

Office: 261-7900 Mobile: 848-1937 garnettegteens@kw.com

Dana Hendrick
Joe Kerley
Aisha Swauncy

veca@vecacdc.org
and
vecacdc@vecacdc.org

& ]
www.veca-neighborhood.org
www.vegreenline.org
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